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34 Bespoke

Edith Garcia creates work that
draws you into an alluring world

SED in cast London, Edith
creates woek that draws

ed throughout North Amernica
and Europe. She 15 showing at
the Barbican Art Centre from
February 1, 2007.
1. So what has the Crafts
Council ever done for you?
The Crafts Council is the oo
ocganisation in the Uk that has
helped my carcer tremendous
ly. In 20 1 received the
dev mpmcnl award and this ha
helped me not only t
my career .xr_d

ing and helpful indi
have ever had the pleasure of
working with.

2. Wha'what are your influ-
ences?

I am influenced by many
things - from soakin,
sarroundings in the funky
¢ gaven the local
< fusing of popular cul

fashion, and media, as

as vanous other who
ence my work, and my
approaches to everyday life.

Currently my work, The
Displaced Series, denives from
what | refer to as 'contemporary
moasters’, influenced by every
day life as well as by growing
up in a socety that uses the

of humans
history.
1. Whose work do you admire
and why?
| admire a diverse range of
rs, musicians, and

people - write
artsts. But
reach in the
and munity invelvement,
uch as A
Gregor  Schnei
Whitercad,
Gabriel Orozco .md
thers. These are
artists 'ha! are able to
vanous disciplines but
message across m a dy
and awe inspiring manner.

4. Where can we buy /com-
mission your work?

com, and then
irectly with any
queries. 1 find 1
¥ c of my
income by ctb“x ng my work
and selling darectly to the pub
Ix.
5. What is your advice for
budding crafts people?

As an artist you mu
that in order %o -uuocd you
must handle ¥

employed artist, you must have
the skills of a writer, account
ant, pmbus-' manager and styl
ove all else you must be
Idw.lp.xrcd My m
coe else is gomg to do
for you, so you have to do it
yourself!” (including the wash
ing up)
6. How do you define your-
self? Artist/ dmgncr.mnker.
crafls person, or designer”
Label bet
disonentating. You'd de lost in
rmarket if nothing were
d. But as for myself?
as | work with various
media and styles, | see myself
as a mulbdisciplinary artist,
single ﬂl“\JC s and

- nge in \mrkme ou
my comfort zone, bat I always
concentrate on coacept not
media.

7. What does the future hold
for British crafls?

1 think that Bratish craf? is
always moving forward in
terms of the work that s being
created in the UK as well as
creating wark that challenges
perception of what 'craft!

are furously pushmg
onal boundaries of the
crafts workd, and 1 am excited
to be a practicng artst at
time, and to be part of
change.

8. Where did you learn your
craft?

1 carned my Bachelor of Fine
Arts

from the Minncapolis

Art and Design,

ge of Arts

] 1 was ab
approach to working with
mixed media [1.e e rub
ber] and able to talk to other
artists one-oa-one on how they
approach working.

9. Where do you get your
inspiration from or how do
you get your creative juices
flowing?
All my work usually begins
with a coacept - perhaps from
Ife expenence. conversabons:
simply reading a novel or just
tle stself. From there 1 go
in to a rescarch and develop
p-mc and shortly there
egin to produce the
objects or instal
depends on the

P
10. Describe your practice i.c.
what do you make and how
do you make it?

1 make cocofakind figurs
tive and abstract sculptures. In
creating these sculptural works 1
use various mediums, from hand
«lip casting and latex
mould makmg. The
come 1s always a mi
ums, such as a gl.v- figure witha
siticon head (ic. Fearless ).

11. How is it possible to sus
tain a financially successful
studic  practice, maintain
artistic integrity, and still
have time for yoursel
Suu.n "u: 2 suco

\’nu h.r-c to lm.\‘ everything
you do as if you were v.nrk.ng
in a large ocganization.

y to maintain normal
working hours

art ml;;ng af 1] the adminis
trative duties are done.
I think that it's about 70%

making.

and perhaps a
But within re
2 good girl.
To find out more about
Edith Garcia

visit wwwaenadot.com
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